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LITERATURE PROGRAM, UNITED BOARD 


The United Board for Christian Colleges in China has just sent out a report of the work 
being done by their literature team of four men at Hartford, They are working mainly on the 
task of providing articles in Chinese giving a Christian interpretation of modern world conditions, 
for publication in Chinese newspapers and magazines in the southeastern Asia area, Since last 
October they have been averaging two articles a week, ranging in size from 2,500 to 5,000 
| words each, These articles have been receiving 100% acceptance, and have by now appeared 
in all the countries from Taiwan around to Burma, The report gives a translation in full of one 
article, ‘‘Our Twentieth Century’’, which is described as a joint manifesto of Christian and 
democratic ideals. Several other articles interpret the modern world in terms of Toynbee’s 
thinking. One is a story of courage, taken from the Reader's Digest. Tennyson's Ring Out, 
Wild Bells was translated for use last Christmas season, 


, The work is being done by Dr. Frederick Hung, Dr. T. J. Ku, Dr. T. Y. Wu, and Dr. 
Martin Yang. 


THE NEW CHURCH 


The New Church, successor to the Hsin Yi Pao in Hankow, which now represents all the 
churches of Central China, has previously been mentioned in this Bulletin. We now have two 
copies of it at hand, for Feb, 16 and April 16, The material in them, of course, resembles that 
in the copies of Hsieh Chin and Tien Feng which we have been able to review, It is a semi- 
monthly, with subscription rate of 24,000 yuan (double that for outside China). Ch'’en Chien- 
hsun is editor, 


In the Feb, 16 number Louis Tsai of Nanchang has an article on how to establish China's 
own church, He treats the subject under the three ‘Selfs’, giving most space to the third self, 
self-propagation. This, he says, can only be accomplished by acquiring a sacrificial spirit, a 
love for truth and peace, a sense of responsibility to those outside the church, and a firmly es- 
tablished unity within the church, Then there is a summary of an article by Chang I-fang on 
Two Years of the Three Self Movement in Hunan, abstracted from the original article in the 
Hunan Three Self Magazine, a church magazine we have not heard about before. Hsieh Shou- 
ling, Lutheran theological professor, has a sermon, Believe in God, on the text, ‘*He that cometh 
unto God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that seek him.”’ 


Another article of special interest is by Kao Ssu-ch*uen, a demand for a revision of 
Hymns of Universal Praise, His chief criticism is of the pessimistic view of the world expressed 
in such hymns as From Greenland’s Icy Mountains, O Zion Haste, Peace, Perfect Peace, etc, In 
a happy Communist society such a pessimistic view of the world is not justified, he thinks, He 
recommends a new edition, from which all imperialistic hymns are omitted, and in which an in- 
creased use of Chinese hymns and tunes is made, He admits however that many of the translated 


hymns are quite satisfactory, 
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The April 16 number has what seems to be a sort of belated self-confession article by 
the Episcopalian bishop of Honan, Tseng Yu-shan, He was above politics, he was a pacifist, 
he was too much influenced by Sherwood Eddy’s preaching, he believed in Reformism, - these 
seem to be the chief points in his confession, He has bright hopes for the future of the church, 
now that it is freed from imperialistic influences, 


Wan Fu-lin has a good sermon on Witnessing, based on the story of Jesus and the 
Samaritan Woman in the fourth chapter of John, K. H. Ting’s report on the first semester at 
the new Chinling Union Theological Seminary at Nanking, already summarized in the May 18 
Bulletin, is given again in this number of the New Church, 


Like the other church papers coming from China, there is very little news of activities 
in local churches, The April 16 number does tell of a 72 voice choir which gave an Easter con- 
cert in Wu-Han attended by over 1,500 people, 


CALVARY IN CHINA 


This is a book by Father Robert W, Greene, Maryknoll missionary at Tungan, Kwangsi, 
The book is a well written dramatic account of his experieuces in a Communist prison, He was 
treated more harshly than most of those who had prison experiences, having suffered public trial 
and a publicly announced sentence of beheading. It was not until the next day that he was in- 
formed that by the leniency of Mao Tse-tung the sentence had been commuted to deportation, 


In view of the controversy precipitated by the Christian Century, over the question of 


truth telling in confessions, it is interesting to note that Father Greene is not quite sure how close 


he stuck to the truth in his signed confessions, But from his dramatic account it is clear that the 
questioning technique is to mix together questions about things that actually took place, things 
that may have taken place, and things that did not take place in such a way that it is almost 
impossible to keep straight in your mind just what it is you are assenting to. 


WITH GOD IN RED CHINA 3 


Olin Stockwell’s With God in Red China (Harpers $3.00) is a refreshingly different book 
from most that I have read, He answers the question how to keep from doing nothing during two 
years in prison, and does it with good humor and intelligence. His vignettes of his fellow- 
missionaries are delightful - one ‘‘fired for insubordination’’, one who believed that a cup of 
coffee and a little kindly gossip could take away half of anyone’s troubles, while the other half 
could be taken away by a season of prayer or a hand of bridge, at either of which she was a good 
partner, one who thought the only difference between Christianity and Communism was a mis- 
understanding in terminology, a New Zealander whose two years in the States put a crease in his 
pants and streamlined his theology, the Three Musketeers of Chengtu (pinko missionaries), of. 
one of whom he remarks his ‘early religious training queered his Communis: enthusiasm so that 
he sang the songs of the New Order off key.” 


He had an easier time than Father Greene (see above), but that does not altogether ex- 
plain his more appreciative attitude toward the good things in Communism, He is not such a 
partisan spirit as Father Greene is, and can weigh the good and evil in any situation with more 
impartiality, Most of our Bulletin readers will read this book with rea! enjoyment. 


CHRISTIAN WITNESS PRESS 


This CIM publishing company, under the direction of Kenneth Price, began in an un- 
official way immediately after the Japanese surrender, and as China fell to the Communists has 
become a more and more important part of the CIM work, The June number of The Millions 
tells in some detail of the work of this Press. Most of its publishing is in Chinese, but it is 
beginning to prepare literature in all of the languages of Southeast Asia where the missionaries 
of CIM-OMF are working. Two hymnbooks in Chinese, one for children and one for adults, are 
in press, A Chinese language primer for the use of missionaries is now on the press - a real 
expression of faith, But most of their work seems to be in the field of posters and tracts, Some 
recently published tracts have the titles: At the Cross Roads, Why a Scientist Believes in God, 


Who Will Pay Your Debt? One of their best sellers for several years has been a 70-page ewe 


by John Wu, a young IVCF worker, entitled Questions Concerning the Faith, The CIM Story o 
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the Year 1950 stated, ‘‘Reports have reached us of high officials having their faith in atheism 
thoroughly shaken by this little book, and indoctrination teachers confessing that its arguments 


are difficult to answer, *’ 


MISSIONARY NEWS 


A report from Hong Kong states that some 600 foreign Roman Catholic missionaries, in- 
cluding 3! Americans, still remain in Communist China, Five of the Americans are bishops, 
206 are nuns, and 26 are lay brothers. Only Chinese priests are allowed to perform religious 
ceremonies in Communist China, 


Ralph Lapwood (LMS, Yenching University) writes in the April Canadian Far Eastern 
Newsletter (Endicott’s) in answer to the following criticisms of Communist China; 1, In China 
nowadays the individual does not count; he is simply an element of the all-important state, 2. 
Chinese newspapers and films today are dull and uniform organs of propaganda, 3, There is no 
freedom in modern China - it is a police state, Im answer to |. he cites instances of care for 
rickshaw coolies and others of the lower classes, Im answer to 2. he states that he found by 
contrast the newspapers of Hong Kong futile and meaningless when he arrived there from Peking. 
They had masses of advertisements, detailed news of small crimes, cartoons to attract the eye 
or give a moment of humor, plenty of comment, but very little factual reporting of important 
events or statements, In answer to 3, he states that the landlord would doubtless feel that way, 
but the peasant would not, He thinks the Communist Government is less of a police state than 


the old Nationalist Government was, 


Bliss Wiant (382 N. Franklin St,, Delaware, Ohio) is having the Peking hymn (See May 
18 Bulletin) printed with music, along with an English version of the original Chinese hymn #407 
in Hymns of Universal Praise, These leaflets can be purchased from him at ten cents apiece, 
proceeds to go to Dr. William Kelly, who is still living in the Peking Union Church property, 
and through whom this Peking hymn was obtained, 


HURCH NEWS 


Rev, Perry O. Hanson, who knew Ching Tien-ying, the former head of the Jesus Family 
Church, writes concerning him that he is a man of good education and character, and the charges 
by his nephew (See May 18 Bulletin) are not to be credited, He calls it **another exhibit of the 
unreasonable and severe attack upon the Church,”’ 


H. C. Mei, former Shanghai lawyer and active Christian layman, died in San Francisco 
in February. He was especially well known in Masonic circles, 


According to news from Hong Kong, the Rev, Y. S. Tom has been imprisoned in Canton. 
It is rumored that he has committed suicide, but that is not as well authenticated as the news of 
the imprisonment, He was Moderator of the General Assembly of the CCC from 1933 to 1937. 
After World War II he was for a while President of Canton Union Theological College, and since 
then has been head of the South China Synod of the CCC, 


Miss Helen P’en is the pastor of Ssu Sheng Ssu Church in Chengtu, 


Rev. HuangM#u-shen, CCC pastor of Chapei Church in Shanghai, was on April 9 expelled 
from the ministry of the church by action of his colleagues, on charges of having profaned his 
holy orders, 


Yenching Union Theological School, a merger of Yenching School of Religion, the 
Methodist Peking Theological School, and the North China Union Bible Teachers Training School, 
has just been announced, Wang Tzu-chung is president, Newton Chiang and Samuel Li vice- 
presidents, Li Jung-fang is Dean, and Chao Fu-san Assistant Dean, Librarian is Liang Ku-ju, 
and Spiritual Director David Fang, 


Two new church buildings have been erected in Shanghai since ‘“‘liberation’’. The first 
was a Baptist Church, really built with funds received from America before the ‘**freeze*’, On 
April 15 Zion Church, a church of the indigenous Ling Kung Hui (Spiritual Work Church), Chu 

pastor, was dedicated, 
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